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that there was no use trying to move them and
the whole column marched over them!"

Simultaneously with the fighting at Connewitz a
combat that amounted to a regular battle in itself
was going on at Wachau where, on the heights,
Napoleon had drawn up the main body of his
troops, 138,000 strong. It was in front of Wachau
that Toll and the other Russian generals had
urged Schwarzenberg to concentrate his forces
rather than scatter them in positions like the
swampy triangle between the Pleisse and the
Elster, where they would be hampered by natural
obstacles; now, as the event proved, the allies
were in great numerical inferiority at the point
where they were most needed and where Napoleon
commanded in person.

The French Emperor had seated himself at a
table on the Galgenberg with maps and diagrams
before him and a fire burning at his side. The
enemy began the attack even before he had com-
pleted the disposition of his troops and the
battle was soon in full swing:

Along the whole line [writes an eye-witness]
there raged such a fearful cannonade as the oldest
veterans could not remember to have heard. Single
discharges of cannon could no longer be differentiated,
the earth literally trembled, and in far Leipzig itself
the windows rattled incessantly.

By eleven o'clock some slight advantages had
been gained by Napoleon and the latter sent word